Notes from Communion Discussion – 11th May2010

The following notes are a reflection of our conversation on 11th May.  Please use them to reflect on our meeting together and pray before we come together for our next meeting on 
29th June at 7 :45pm.

What is communion / the Lord’s Supper?

· Act of obedience

· Act of fellowship with Jesus
· Act of fellowship with each other

· Not a solo activity

· Something to prepare for

· Bread & wine

· Linked to Passover & Last Supper

· Celebrating new covenant

· Perhaps a ritual (?)

· Holy ‘act’

· A time for reconciliation?

· Confusion over the use of the word / title

· An act of togetherness – more than this – bond of fellowship

· One mind centred around Christ

· Celebrate

· Demands that we use our minds


Who is it for?

· Those who have trusted Christ as Lord & Saviour

· Self examination – not our job to judge others

· Context – 1 Corinthians – no hierarchy

· Symbolism – not actual body/ blood

What are the current questions and stumbling blocks we need to work through together?

· Does it need to be a ‘priestly’ function?

· Change – varying how / what we do

· Common cup / shared cup?

· Do we really experience communion.

· What about communion for those who can’t attend?

· What is tradition and what is what God wants us to do?

· Praying for those in the church who are absent.

· Some find the presence of children disturbing. What does it do for them?

· Hearing all peoples voices – especially young people – questioning

· What is essential for the celebration  –  (i.e. – prescriptive ) 

· What is variable around the celebration  – (i.e. – descriptive)

· The need for teaching to help people understand.

· Explanation of the words we hear used.

· Who should take communion?

· Unity expressed through drinking together.
