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MINUTES OF CHURCH MEMBERS MEETING 

 held on

Sunday 22 May 2011
There were 41 members present.
1.0 Opening Devotions, Welcome & Introductions:
Revd Chris Brockway opened the meeting by reading Psalm 105 from ‘The Message’ version of the bible. He said that as we gather we are invited by God to keep our eyes open, to watch out for His word and to be aware of signs of His presence, praying that the words of the psalm would be true for us today.
There was a short time of prayer and thanks to God.

Revd Richard Burfoot extended a welcome to new members present at a church meeting for the first time.
2.0 Apologies: There were 19 apologies recorded in the attendance book.
3.0 Details of the AGM part of the meeting are recorded separately.

4.0 Minutes of Previous Church Members Meeting ( 20 March 2011)
These were agreed and signed.
5.0 Matters Arising: These were dealt with in the main body of the agenda.
6.0 Worship: ‘offering the best of all we are in response to all that God is’
6.1 Celebration Of Church Life.

RB said this was an opportunity to celebrate all of what God is doing in our church.

Faith B gave thanks to God for the continuation of youth work, expressing thanks to Janine & Andre for their hard work and commitment.

Helga De K gave thanks to our ministers for the recent teaching on giving, and also mentioned that she is willing to crochet pram/cot blankets, giving proceeds to the Open Door Project; Shirley P is taking orders and selling the items.

Della D gave thanks to God for the number of people in the Bridge Club who give to the Open Door Project. RB added that the Bridge Club are very supportive of our work within the church. 

Jake P said that Friday Breakfast (Open Door) has become increasingly busy, possibly due to the closing of food provision at Sacred Heart church in Bournemouth; more people were therefore coming to us, for which God is making provision. Jake also commented on how God appears to be moving and working in the lives of people with whom he comes into contact in his work, adding that God can break the cycle of addiction.

Janice F spoke of her visit to Kidzcan while in Zimbabwe in February and shared a few photographs of the work among the sick children in the hospital. Janice also mentioned that she and AW had attended a B.U. Finance day held at Thatcham Baptist Church and said that all churches in the South are being encouraged to give 5% of church income to BMS. JF also thanked the members for their generous giving to the Lord’s work.

Vanessa W said how much RB’s visit to the school where she was working had been appreciated; there had been 555 children present who might otherwise not have heard anything about God.

Norah M gave thanks to God that in her workplace a prayer group had been recently formed and accepted by the management who had previously not allowed any Christian input.

Helga De K said she would appreciate prayer on Tuesday 31 May when she would be speaking about mission work in Africa at the local Sunrise Residential Development.

CB said he was excited about the new Alpha course where they had a good crowd of people; he spoke of being encouraged that some had begun the course because of things said to them by folk in church.

CB said that ‘Chez Fred’ had recently held a charity day when fish & chips had been on sale at a fixed price; staff had worked voluntarily and proceeds of nearly £2000 had been given to our church for the Open Door project. We have received similar generous donations recently and money has been re-channelled to Faithworks Wessex for their work among the homeless.

RB said that we are certainly modelling 2 Corinthians 8 & 9, adding that when the pocket has been touched salvation has arrived! He said that it is great to receive and great to give away.

RB said that SW had been working with him in leading the recent Freedom In Christ course and he was grateful for the giving of her time, also thanking Shirley C for her hospitality for the FIC sessions.

In the autumn it is planned to run two FIC courses, one for ladies, for which the leaders are already in place, and one for men for which prayer would be appreciated to find the right leadership team.

RB praised God for what He has been doing and will continue to do. 

6.2 Discussion About The Offering In Worship.

RB asked the members to begin a conversation around tables, thinking about the role of giving and the suggestion of the diaconate to talk about doing away with collection bags during the service, replacing them with a collection box at the back of the church.

The responses were extremely diverse and RB encouraged the members to be prayerful about the subject, holding that part of our worship before Him.

7.0 Mission:

7.1  CB explained that his three month sabbatical will commence on 4 July 2011 and that his proposed visit  to Kidzcan in Zimbabwe would be from 20 July to 4 August. In the near future someone from Northside Church in Harare, with which Kidzcan has close links, will be visiting the UK and CB hopes to meet them.
8.0 Finance:

8.1 Finance Report.

AW had submitted the finance report to the members in the AGM part of the meeting.

8.2 Finance For CJB Sabbatical.

RB said that the deacons, in agreement with Steve F, as Finance Team Leader, had suggested a sum of £850 be given to CB towards the cost of his sabbatical.

RB gave the opportunity for any comments but there were none.

RB proposed that this sum therefore be set aside for this purpose which was seconded by Janice F and

all were in favour.

8.3 Financial Giving Letter.
CB said that a copy of this letter had been prepared and was available for all members, individually addressed, and also for any friends wishing to be involved.

He said that it was necessary to plan well for what God is calling us to give.

Joy P noted that both RB and CB would be away for the next two Sundays.

RB said that next Sunday’s All Age service would be taken by Janine and Andre and the youth of our church; the following Sunday, 5 June, would be taken by Revd.Eddie Purse and Martin Holden would be leading the tea time service.

Janice F asked if it would be possible to arrange that one of our pastors would always be present for services.

RB responded by saying that the diaconate had reflected on this and decided not to discuss it. He said that, under normal circumstances, they would try to avoid being away at the same time but that it will probably happen again as it is a reality of family life.

Audrey D raised the question of a third pastor.

RB said that, during CB’s sabbatical, Revd Richard Palmer will share some of the worship leading/preaching with John Taylor.

9.0 Buildings: ‘developing functional and attractive physical resources’

There was nothing to discuss under this heading.
10.0 Relationships:

10.1 Church Membership.

Steve Blowers has formally transferred his membership to his local church, Canford Heath Baptist; he leaves joyfully and with our blessing.

Lynda Browning had requested membership and had been visited by Val D and Rosemary R. Val D told the members a little about Lynda and proposed her for membership which was seconded by RR and all were in favour.

Martin Thornalley had requested membership and, having been visited by Jake P and Rosemary R, Jake P proposed him for membership which was seconded by Helga De K and all were in favour.

RB said how encouraging it was to see membership growth across the board, as we provide a place of worship and acceptance.
10.2 Come Dine With Us – sermon series and focus.

CB said that the next sermon series would be about hospitality. 

The focus would be on redefining ‘hospitality’, and the challenge would be to have a two week period when we would create 150 odd spaces for hospitality, be it a picnic, coffee, a walk or a meal in our homes etc.

More details would follow and there would be a sign up sheet in the weeks to come.

10.3 Pastoral Care Points of Concern For The Fellowship.

RB said that there is currently a major problem of lack of leaders for youth work on Sunday mornings.

Janine and Andre primarily have the responsibility for this work which means that they don’t have the opportunity to be in church. RB asked that we all pray for this situation and for God to identify people to help with youth leadership.

Beryl Fraser is in hospital undergoing close monitoring and testing. Tony Morgan had also been in hospital last weekend and is recovering well. RB said the whole family would appreciate prayer.

Faith B thanked everyone for their prayers while Georgina was in hospital recently.

Jake P also thanked everyone for their prayers during the time that his Mum went missing and subsequently for his family. On 18 June he will be speaking at a service of thanksgiving for his Mum’s life at their church in Guernsey, and he asked for prayer that it would be an opportunity to celebrate a God-given life.

11.0 Any Other Business:

There was no other business to discuss.

12.0 Date of Next Meeting:

This would be announced later.
There was a time of prayer and the meeting was then closed.
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